Standardization is the code of conduct in order to ensure the proper identification, authentication and also for the standardization of crude herbal drugs. The quality of herbal drugs is the sum of all factors which contribute directly or indirectly to the safety, 
Introduction
The traditional medicine is widely used for various human . The quality assessment of herbs is of paramount importance in order to justify their acceptability in modern system of medicine.
One of the major problems faced by the herbal industry is the unavailability of rigid quality control profiles for herbal materials and their formulations. The task of lying down standard for quality control of herbal crude drug and their formulation involves biological e particular disease area, chemical profiling of the material and lying down specification for the finished product. Therefore, in case of herbal drugs and product, the word "standardization" should encompass entire field of study from cultivation of medicinal plant to its clinical application 3, 4 .
Methods of standardization should take into consideration all aspects that contribute to the quality of the herbal drugs, namely correct identity of the sample, organoleptic evaluation, In Islamic literature, it is considered as one of the greatest forms of healing medicine. It has been recommended for using on is advisable to get this seed from a trustworthy supplier.
Despite the medicinal importance of Nigella sativa and Allium cepa seeds, and its likely danger because of the adulterant, information on the pharmacognostic parameters for identification of the both seeds in whole and powdered form are unavailable.
The present study was aimed to assess macromorphology, pharmacognostic and physiochemical screening of the seeds of Nigella sativa and Allium cepa towards standardization and monograph development.
Materials and Methods

Collection and identification of plant material
The seeds of Nigella sativa and Allium cepa were purchased from the local market of Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India. The plant material were identified and authenticated by Dr. Shoukat Saeed Khan, Department of Botany, Safia Science College, Bhopal (MP), India. The seeds were reduced to coarse powder and stored in airtight container till further use.
Morphological examination
The collected seeds were used to study variation in morphological features specially color, shape, size and taste of seeds. For color and shape the seeds were examined under compound binocular microscope (Magnus MLX).
Pharmacognostic evaluation
Air-dried powdered material was subjected to qualitative physicochemical estimations. The procedures were followed as mentioned earlier.
Ash values 2.3.1.1 Determination of total ash value
Accurately weighed about 3 gms of air dried powdered drug was taken in a tared silica crucible and incinerated by gradually increasing the temperature to make it dull red hot until free from carbon. Cooled and weighed, repeated for constant value. Then the percentage of total ash was calculated with reference to the air dried drug.
Determination of acid insoluble ash value
The ash obtained as directed under total ash was boiled with 25 ml of 2N HCl for 5 minutes. The insoluble matter was collected on an ash less filter paper, washed with hot water, ignited and weighed, then calculated the percentage of acid insoluble ash with reference to the air dried drug.
Determination of water soluble ash value
The total ash obtained was boiled with 25 ml. of water for 5 minutes. The insoluble matter was collected on an ash less filter paper, washed with hot water and ignited for 15 minutes at a temperature not exceeding 450C. The weight of insoluble matter was subtracted from the weight of total ash. The difference in weight represents the water soluble ash. The percentage of water soluble ash was calculated with reference to the air dried drug.
Determination of sulphated ash value
Accurately weighed about 3 gms of air dried powdered drug and moistened with sulphuric acid and thereafter heated gently at a temperature as low as practicable until the sample was thoroughly charred. After cooling the residue was moistened with small amount of sulphuric acid (usually 1 mL), heated gently until white fumes were no longer evolved and ignited.
Care was taken to ensure that flames were not produced at any time during the procedure. 
Determination of foaming index
Weighed accurately about 1 g of coarsely powdered seeds and transferred to 500 ml conical flask containing 100 ml of boiling Where, a = Volume (ml) of decoction used for preparing the dilution in the tube where exactly 1 cm or more foam was observed.
Determination of swelling index
It was carried out simultaneously no fewer than three determinations for any given material. Introduce the specified quantity of the plant material concerned, previously reduced to the required fineness and accurately weighed 1g of plant material into a 25 ml glass-stopper measuring cylinder. The internal diameter of the cylinder was about 16 mm, the length of the graduated portion about 125mm, marked in 0.2 ml divisions from 0-25 ml in an upwards direction. 25 ml of water was added and shake the mixture thoroughly every 10 minutes for 1 h.
Allowed to stand for 3 h at room temperature. Measured the volume in ml occupied by the plant material, including any sticky mucilage.
Extractive values
Extractive values of crude drugs are useful for their evaluation, especially when the constituents of a drug cannot be readily estimated by any other means.
Determination of alcohol soluble extractive value
5 gms of the air-dried coarse powder of the plant material was macerated with 100 ml of 90% ethanol in a closed flask for 24 hours, shaking frequently during the first 6 hours and allowing to stand for 18 hours. Thereafter, it was filtered rapidly taking precautions against loss of the solvent. Out of that filtrate, 25 ml of the filtrate was evaporated to dryness in a tared flat bottomed shallow dish, dried at 105C and weighed. The percentage of ethanol soluble extractive value was calculated with reference to the air-dried drug.
Determination of water soluble extractive value
Weigh accurately the 5 gm of coarsely powdered drug and macerate it with 100 ml of chloroform water in a closed flask for 24 hours, shaking frequently during the first 6 hours and allowing to stand for 18 hours. Thereafter, it was filtered rapidly taking precautions against loss of the solvent. Then 25 ml of the filtrate was evaporated to dryness in a tared flat bottomed shallow dish, dried at 105C and weighed. The percentage of water soluble extractive was calculated with reference to the air dried drug [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] .
Fluorescence analysis
Fluorescence characteristics of the powdered plant material of Nigella sativa and Allium cepa were observed in daylight and UV light. Also the fluorescent study was performed on treating the drug powder with different chemical reagents 18, 19 .
Results and Discussions
For the Commercialization of plant based formulations, quality and identity of starting material is utmost essential which can be best established by Pharmacognostical Standardization.
Pharmacognostical characters are helpful in confirming the identity and in the determination of purity, quality of crude drug 20 . As per WHO microscopic characters help in establishing identity and purity and hence the present Pharmacognostical research was aimed at establishing the Pharmacognostical standards for Nigella sativa and Allium cepa .
Morphological examination
The macroscopic characteristics of Nigella sativa and Allium cepa are presented in table 1 and table 2 Metallic taste when the seed comes into contact with dental enamel. After crushing, taste of lead pencil, followed by sharp, aromatic peppery taste, becoming irritant at the base of the throat and leaving a very persistent bitterness on the palate. Flavour and evolution of taste Slight sweet taste when the seed comes into contact with dental enamel The ash content of a crude drug is generally taken to be the residue remaining after incineration. It usually represents the inorganic salts naturally occurring in the drug and adhering to it, but it may also include inorganic matter added for the purpose of adulteration.
Hence, an ash determination furnishes a basis for judging the identity and cleanliness of a drug and gives information relative to its adulteration with inorganic matter.
The total ash of a crude drug reflects the care taken in its preparation. The acid insoluble ash is a part of the total ash which is insoluble in dilute hydrochloric acid. A higher limit of acid insoluble ash is imposed, especially in cases where silica may be present or when the calcium oxalate content of the drug is very high. Some analysts favour mixing of sulphuric acid with the powdered crude drug before ashing and this sulphated ash value is normally less fusible than ordinary ash.
The fluorescence character of powdered drug plays a vital role in the determination of quality and purity of the drug material.
The Information's generated in this work are empirical in terms of standardization of the drug and also to fetch the attention of pharmacologist to explore Nigella sativa and Allium cepa in the line of scientific research.
Conclusion
The present work helps in identification and authentication of the Nigella sativa and Allium cepa seeds. The findings of pharmacognostic and physicochemical act as reference information for correct identification of Nigella sativa and Allium cepa seeds and also will be useful in making a monograph of the plant. Further, it will act as a tool to detect adulterants and substituent and will help in maintaining the quality, reproducibility and efficacy of natural drugs.
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